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Sufficiency Economy Philosophy:
Thailand’s Path towards
Sustainable Development Goals

Second Edition




No poverty: End poverty in all its forms everywhere

Achievements

Thailand is rightly proud of the country's remarkable record of poverty
reduction. From a low-income country in the 50s, Thailand became
a middle-income country within only a few decades. Subsesquently,
indexes of people's physical well-being have improved across the
board.

This positive trend continues despite the global economic downturn
in recent years. This is proof that the government’s commitment to
expand social services is an important factor in reducing poverty
and lifting living standards.

In 2015, some 7 million people still live in poverty monaywise,
according to the Mational Economic and Social Development
Board. Yet harsh poverty and starvation is extremely rare, thanks to
universal healthcare coverage, state welfare for the underprivileged
and a relatively strong Kinship system and community support.

Sufficiency thinking plays an important role in poverty reduction.
The livelinoods of people in the countryside rely heavily on healthy
environment. People plunge into poverty when their habitat is
destroyved.




SIX ROYAL
DEVELOPMENT .
STUDY CENTRES

IN VARIOUS REGIONS
OF THAILAND
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Source: Thailand Sustainable Development Foundation,




COMMUNITY SAVING FUNDS
OTOP

DOI TUNG DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
HUA AOW ORGANIC FARM GROUP




Zero hunger: End hunger, achieve food security
and improved nutrition and promote sustainable
agriculture

Achievements

Hunger was a daily problem for millions of people in Thailand two
decades ago. Today, the problem, though not completely gone, has
almost disappeared.

Thanks toc economic growth during the last few decades, the
standard of living of the public has improved naticnwide. According
to the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United
Mations, the numbers of Thais struggling with hunger have dropped
from 19.8 million in 1990 to 5 million as of 201 5. Thanks to extensive
community-based nutrition programmes and nationwide health
campaign= targeting mothers and new-borns, the problem of
malnutrition has dropped dramaticafly.

The first Millennium Development Goal was to reduce hunger and
malnutrition by half by 2015. In July, 2016, FAO honoured Thailand
as amorng the countries which has surpassed this goal.




THE NEW THEORY
ALTERNATIVE FARMING

SCHOOL FOOD BANK
FOREST FOR FOOD SECURITY

RICE SEED BANK

NEW THEORY FARMING

Using & 10-ral plot of land

0% ol the 10-ral piece of land
(about 3 ral or (0,48 ha) & used for a resenvolr

30% of the land is devoted to rice cultivation

which will produce enough rice for household neads.
{about 3 rai or .48 ha) i used lor a reservaoir

Ancther 30% of Be land may be used for growing Tha rarmainng 10% of (1 rai or 0.16 ha) is used for
mare rice of horiculturl crops, depending on the local building a house, paths and ditches and also for growing
conditions and the marke! demand hausehold vegatables and raising livestock.




Good health and well-being: Ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

Achievements

Thailand is one of the world's success stones in public health, The
country has extensive primary health services at all levels, especially
in rural areas. The country’s universal health coverage is also lauded
worldwide for high quality and afficiency.

Thanks to the Public Health Ministry's sustained focus on mothers
and new-borms, infant mortality fell from &8 per 1000 live births in
1970 to 8.7 in 201 4. Life expectancy has consistently increased for
poth males and females. Open-mindedness and strong public health
infrastructure enable Thailand to handle global health emergencies
such as HIWV/AIDS, SARS, ZARS, and MERS successiully.

In addition, the universal healthcare policy which was launched
in 2002 has improved people’s health and reduced incidences of
poverty and indebtedness caused by illnessas. The country has also
achieved almost all health-related Millennium Development Goals.




UNIVERSAL COVERAGE SCHEME
NATIONAL HEALTH SECURITY OFFICE
ANTI-SMOKING CAMPAIGN

MOBILE MEDICAL UNIT

PATTAYA RAK CENTRE
NONG MUANG KHAI HOSPITAL
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Quality education: Ensure inclusive and
equitabhle quality education and promote life-
long learning opportunities for all

Achievements

Education is Thailand's top priority. The country spends the biggest
amount of state budget — over 20% of its total — on public education.
This makes Thailand's spanding on education among the highast in
the world,

All children in the country — Thais and non-Thais — are entitied to
receive 15-year free public education. The literacy rate has nearly
reaches 100%. Maore than 90% of children enrol in primary education
schools. Teachers ara relatively well-paid with decent state welfare
benefits. Women increasingly enter formerly male-dominated
academic fields such as engineering and medicine. Universities
are well distributed across the country. High-guality universities are
attracting students from nearby countries, including China.




SUFFICIENCY-BASED SCHOOLS

LONG DISTANCE EDUCATION
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMMES

PHRA DABOS SCHOOL

SUFFICIENCY ScHooLs ¥}

Application of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy
in the Educational Sector




Gender equality: Achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls

Achievements

Thailand i= among the world's top five countries with the highest
number of women in senior management positions. In 2016, the
global average of female CEOs is 24%. In Thailand it is 37%., higher
than most countries in the industrialised world.

This is not surprising.

Thai women have always played an important role in society and
economy. In farm communities, women's decisions count because
they work shoulder to shoulder with their husbands in the fields.
When husbands work for the government with modest pay or when
farm income is unreliable, the wives most always need to be active
in commerce to support the family. In fresh markets across Thailand,
most vendors are wWoimen.

Like in any society, gender discrimination tries to hold Thai women
back. Also like in any society, education and financial independence
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Clean water and sanitation: Ensure availability
and sustainable management of water and
sanitation for all

Achievements

Statistics say it best about Thalland's commitmeant to provide clean
water and sanitation to the populace,

According the World Health Organisation, 96% of the population
In Thalland has access to improved drinking water and 53% to
improved sanitation. Thailand, therefore, has achieved both the
sanitation and drinking water Millennium Development Goal targets.

The nearly universal access to clean water and sanitation s a major
reason behind the country's successful reduction of infamt mortality
and water-borne diseasas. This is possible because all levels of
governmeant are strictly required by law to provide clean water
and sanitation services in their jurisdictions — and 1o meet national
standards for drinking-water quality.
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Affordable and clean energy: Ensure access to
affordahle, reliable, sustainable and modern
energy for all

Achievements

Thallamd ranka top n tha ASEAN regeon for solar enengy usa, The
country's preduction and consumption of ofher allermmative aouces
of energy 15 alao constantly growing — an evickent proof of Thalland's
comumitment to clean, renewable enengy. It doas not stop there.

Lincker Thailand’s Renewable Energy Developmmeant Plan (201 2-2021),
e gowermment will boost the use of enewable and allernative
ey by 25%, Towsardd this goal, the governimaent = aleacdy offerng
mewabde anegy  producens  price sescurity  theough | kog - e
contracis o boost prvate Imvestmant,

Maasuras ame also In place to support solar and woind esnesgy as wall
&5 blomass and biogas, In the transport aacior, gasohol has aimost
meplaced gasoling while the wse of bhiodiesal s constantly on the rise

Being a hub of automobile misnufacturing, Theiland = branchdng
intey eco-cars o support clean enengy, The gowvesnmant has shown
firm support for the production of electric vehicles (EV) theousgh
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DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

Decent work and economic growth: Promote
sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic
growth, full and productive employment
and decent work for all

Achievements

After the 1997 economic crisis, the government started incorporating
Sufficiency Thinking into national development plans and operations.
Regulatory reform in business and finance succeaded in protecting
Thailand from global crises In later years. SEP has become part
of many corporations’ social responsibility policy. Community-
based development guided by SEP has mushroomed across the
country, alving rise to community enterprises, revolving funds and
small-credit schemes to provide communities with decent work.
Meanwhile, bottom-up decision-making empowers communities
to protect their food security and natural resources crucial for their
well-being.

In 2016, the government launched the MNational Start-up Center
to link innovations in different ministries with start-ups as well as
linking them with credit sources.
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Industry, innovation and infrastructure: Build
resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive
and sustainable industrialisation and foster
innovation

Achievements

Thailand's economic boom In the 1980s provided the country with
an extensive network of transport and industrial infrastructure, Firm
policy support for foreign investment and the export Industry has
catapulted Thailand into a lower middie-income country,

In manufacturing, Thailand is at the forefront of the automobile industry,
eamning itsell the epithet “the Detroit of Asia”, Thailand is also among the
world's top 20 manufaciuring countries with manufacturing accounting
for 38% of the country’s gross domestic product.

In agriculture, the country is the world's No.1 rice-exporting country
and it is among the world's top seafood exporters. Despite frequent
changes of governments, they all share the same policy to make
Thailand the “Kitchen of the World."

In tourism, the number of arrivals now nears the 30 million mark,
making Thailand the 10th most-visited country, Apart from being
the country's biggest forelgn exchange eamer, tourism s also the
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REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

Reduced inequalities: Reduce inequality within
and among countries

Achievements

The World Bank has described Thailand as a development success
story for being able to move from a low-income country to an upper-
middle-income country in less than a generation.

Such a development leap has saved millions of people from poverty
while reducing inequality. In the last 30 years, poverty has declined
from 67% in 1986 to 11% in 2014, which is quite low compared to
other upper-middle income economies.

Thailand’s rate of unemployment — at only 0.5% — is also among the
lowest in the world. As incomes rise, the level of income equality
constantly declines. In 2000, the level of income inequality was 0.52.
It fell to 0.47 in 2013.

To prevent people from plunging into poverty again, the government
has also put in place a myriad of social safety net programmes. Free
education and more job opportunities have significantly bridged
social and economic inequality.
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Sustainahle cities and communities: Make
cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainahle

Achievements

: In 2015, Bangkok was voted the world’s No. 6 best city by influential
: American travel magazine Travel + Leisure. During 2010-2013,
Bangkok was consecutively ranked amongst the top.

! The readers, all seasoned travellers, rated Bangkok highly for a
: superb blend of ancient culture, modern luxury, excellent food — not
only Thai but international cuisines from various parts of the world —
and the locals’ friendliness. The same can be said of other big cities
in Thailand such as Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Khon Kaen among
others.

: Bangkok - being the seat of the government and the heart of
. Thailand’s commerce, finance, investment and communications —
: offers locals better job opportunities, modern comfort and a rich
cultural life than other cities do. The economy of scale also makes
consumer goods cheaper. The subways and elevated trains have
also made life in Bangkok easier than it used to be.




MERCY CENTRE

WONGPANIT RECYCLING
SAM CHUK MARKET




Responsible consumption and production: Ensure
sustainable consumption and production
patterns

Achievements

The government has incorporated sustainable consumption
and production in its 5-year national plans and put in place rules
and regulations on green industry and green procurement. The
government has also set up industrial standards, awards and green
labels to promote responsible consumption and production.

Promoting integrated, organic farming under sufficiency thinking to
enhance Thailand’s status as the “Kitchen of the World” is also a
national policy.

A growing number of companies big and small in Thailand have
made their office buildings, factories and production process
environmentally-friendly.

Thanks to Thailand’s vibrant civil society, consumer protection
groups are actively monitoring safety standards and product quality
as well as strengthening public awareness on consumer rights.
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Climate action: Take urgent action to combat
climate change and its impacts

Achievements

The most effective way to slow down global warming is to cut the
emissions of greenhouse gas. This is the path Thailand is taking.
To reduce the use of fossil fuels, the government strongly supports
private investment in renewable energy by buying “clean” electricity
generated by people or companies at guaranteed prices. Imports of
renewable energy equipment also receive tax exemptions.

Consequently, Thailand is now the biggest solar power producer
and user in ASEAN. Meanwhile, other alternative energy sources are
fast expanding in the country such as wind power, biomass, biogas,
and energy-from-waste.

In addition, the government has put in place policies and measures
to increase energy efficiency, including a law requiring large energy
users to have energy efficiency action plans and energy audits.

Following the tsunamiin 2004, the mega flood in 2011, the prolonged
drought in 2015 and the increasing frequency of violent storms and
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Life helow water: Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

Achievements

Ask any small-scale fishermen in Thailand’s coastal provinces
about their seas and they will speak in unison of how their sources
of livelihoods has improved, thanks to the nationwide-ban on
commercial trawlers.

The ban has been in effect for the past two years as part of the
government’s attempts to battle overfishing, to increase fish stocks
and to gear the country toward sustainable fishing.

Thailand is extremely rich in marine biodiversity; it is home to roughly
25% of the world’s fish species. The world will also benefit when
Thailand’s marine ecosystem returns to its former health.

To restore marine ecology, the new Fisheries Law bans
environmentally-destructive fishing equipment and ensures
effective legal implementation by involving locals in the monitoring
of violators.
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Life on land: Protect, restore and promote
sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat
desertification, halt and reverse land
degradation, and halt biodiversity loss

Achievements

Thailand is undertaking several measures to ensure sustainable
management of land and forests, knowing we cannot alleviate
poverty and hunger or achieve other sustainable development goals
if our terrestrial ecosystems are in decline.

There are development study centres in different parts of the
country to address land problems in accordance with their
specific geographical topographies. The centres work closely with
communities, combining local knowledge with scientific work to
reverse land degradation and rehabilitate deteriorated forests.

The study centres have produced several practical methods to
reverse soil erosion, improve land fertility and regenerate natural
forests and biodiversity.

In addition, the government has endorsed community land ownership
schemes and set up the Land Bank because land security is an
important incentive for communities to preserve land and forests.
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Peace, justice and strong institutions: Promote
peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all
and huild effective, accountable and inclusive
institutions at all levels

Achievements

Thailand’s Constitution has institutionalised several legal
mechanisms to eliminate myriad forms of injustice.

For starters, it guarantees gender equality and human rights
protection to all citizens. It also prohibits all forms of discrimination
and recognises affirmative action as a just means to fix inequality by
giving the disadvantaged a head start.

To eliminate corruption which fosters injustice at all levels, the
constitution and relevant laws makes it mandatory for state agencies
to give the public access to information and make their purchasing
procedures transparent.

The highest law also makes SEP and sustainable development
the country’s goals, allows citizens to propose their own laws and
sets the stage to tackle outdated laws that perpetuate systematic
injustice.
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PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GDALS

Partnerships for goals: Strengthen the means
of implementation and revitalise the global
partnership for sustainable development.

Achievements

As chair of the Group of 77 for 2016, Thailand’s mission is to
strengthen South-South partnership to translate the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals into reality.

Hence Thailand’s theme for its chairmanship year: “From Vision to
Action: Inclusive Partnership for Sustainable Development.”

Sharing experiences helps shorten the learning process and speed
up changes. Apart from encouraging member countries to share
their best practices to achieve sustainable development, Thailand
is in a special position to share. Our own model of sustainable
development — the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP) — did
not only enable Thailand to recover quickly from the 1997 Asian
economic meltdown, it has also saved us from subsequent global
economic crises.

Focusing on moderation and prudent consideration of the pros
and cons of each option, SEP fosters built-in immunity against
unpredictable economic shocks from globalisation. The SEP emphasis




SEP INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP

A number of countries are working with Thailand to implement SEP-
based development programs in their countries. For example:

Timor-Leste is using SEP as a decision-making framework to
launch sustainable agricultural projects and to set up small
businesses;

Lesotho has set up a centre to introduce integrated and agro-
forestry farming as an alternative to monocropping. Mixed
farming and crop rotation of different plants replenishes the
soil and reduces pests while fruit crops including bamboo from
Thailand increases food sources, adds soil moisture and serves
other household and commercial uses;

Cambodia is developing a sufficiency economy village by
encouraging local residents to engage in integrated farming to
achieve food security;

Indonesia has set up a development project using SEP principles
of inclusiveness and ecological farming to improve the locals’
sources of food, income and quality of life;

Myanmar is working with Thailand to establish sustainable
development centres and run rural development projects based
on SEP models to improve the villagers’ livelihoods.
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